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When, however, it invades the higher plane of ethics,
where coercion is no longer possible, the constructive mind
has a far more difficult task. Moral principles are present
in each individual conscience, but in a nebulous condition
and submerged in a welter of passions. Men can easily
abuse their freedom by confounding these principles and
inverting them at will. What is good for one man may be
bad for another; that which a man considers good today,
he may consider bad tomorrow. How is one to bring order
out of this anarchy? The constructive mind attempts a
solution by formulating rules of ethics and by seeking to
impress them firmly on individual consciences and,
through persuasion and example, to establish them as
categorical commands to be universally observed. Religion
is the most powerful instrument at the disposal of the
constructive mind to establish and maintain moral order.
But advice and examples are no more than aids. All forms
of coercion being out of the question, the human con-
science must, after all, at the moment of choice, follow its
own dictates. Moral order is achieved through the self-
regulation of each individual conscience, an extremely
difficult operation, because, in spite of advice and ex-
ample, violations of the rules are easily justifiable. The
constructive mind wearies of giving advice and examples
which, from lack of sanction, are too often sterile. Too
often, it is satisfied with appearances: the absence of no-
toriety rather than respect for the law. It succumbs to the
gangrene of hypocrisy.
But juridical order and ethical order are only two super-
imposed sections of universal order. To be complete, the
system of order needs, as a house needs a roof, a certain
political order of dual nature, external and internal* The
problem of internal political order consists in seeing that
the power made use of by the administration to impose the
law does not become an instrument in its hands for the.
transgression of law and morality. As sovereign, the execu-
tive power has no obligation to respect the laws which it